
CALLING IN SICK

© Literacy Coalition of Central Texas 2019

©Literacy Coalition of Central Texas 2018, 1st ed. 1



A CAR ACCIDENT
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A DOCTOR’S APPOINTMENT
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AN APPOINTMENT AT THE VET
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A HEADACHE
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THE STOMACH FLU
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A SICK CHILD
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A CAR ACCIDENT

John is in a car accident. He is not hurt 
badly, but his car is not working. 
He decides to call his supervisor and 
says he will be late to work.
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Todd has a doctor’s appointment in 
the morning. Last month Todd told his 
supervisor, but he calls to remind her 
that he will be late for work this morning.

A DOCTOR’S APPOINTMENT
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Your dog is sick and you need to 
take him to the vet. You don’t have 
an appointment, so you might have 
to wait a long time. You call your boss 
to say you will miss work today.

AN APPOINTMENT AT THE VET
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This morning Tina woke up with a headache. 
She already took some aspirin, but she 
wants to sleep more. She calls her boss 
and explains why she is not working today.

A HEADACHE
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You are very sick with the stomach flu. 
You don’t want to get other people sick 
at work. You call your supervisor and 
explain why you are not at work today.

THE STOMACH FLU
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Carmen’s daughter is very sick. She needs 
to go to the doctor and get medicine. She 
calls her daughter’s school and explains 
why she will not be in class today.

A SICK CHILD
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